
URANIUM

"White people came here a long time ago; took all the furs; trapped all the
beaver out; and the otter and the mink, things like that; and they gathered all
these things up. They went away and they left us with the bush and the rocks.
It wasn't too much later they came back again. They call that logging. Cut
down all the trees; white pine, red pine, cut it all down. And they left us on the
bare rocks. Then they discovered uranium here. And the old man said, 'Now
the sons-a-bitches are back for the rocks.'"

Gilbert Oskaboose, Serpent River Band.

"One of the central problems in the debate about the nuclear fuel cycle is
ignorance. Scientists simply do not know what the effects of chronic exposure
to low-level radiation are, either in people or in other biota. We can guess,
based on extrapolations from victims of high-level radiation such as atomic
bombs and nuclear reactor accidents like Chernobyl. We will only begin to
know for sure after several more decades have passed and a large population
of exposed people has been studied. In the meantime, we have to ask: 'Do we
really want to live in this uncertainty? What risks are we willing to accept as a
society?'"

Dr. Stella Swanson, research scientist.
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Front cover photo: The Stanrock tailings wall near Elliot Lake, Ontario.
This wall, over 10 metres high, is made of radioactive residues left over
from an abandoned uranium milling operation.

Photo by Robert Del Tredici, from At Work in the Fields of the Bomb
published by Douglas & Mclntyre. Reproduced by permission.
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